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information
ViGNA is derived.

One house in Via Tavoleria bore (and perhaps, still bears) over the door an inscription in

Latin which translates approximately as follows ''This building fallen down from old age
D. Vigna son of Hercules of the old Florentine family of the Prosperi Phil. & Med, Doctor,
Gilden Knight and Count Palatinate public professor of simples at Pisa in the time of
Cosimo II Fourth Grand Duke of Etruria rebuilt and looked after 1613". Another inscription

in marble found in the public wall of the Convent of " shoeless or naked-footed Fathers who
are called Carmehtes" dated 1636 reads "In the time of Cosimo II Fourth Grand Duke of
Etruria this tower about to fall from old age and the square ugly from neglect D. Vigna

decorated with this building in 1616 and added to what he had undertaken in

1636 when Ferdinando II Fifth Duke of Etruria was ruling".

Many students must have passed through his hands during the 38 years he held the Chair
of Botany but virtually nothing is known of them. The most celebrated seems to have been

Francesco Redi (1626-1698) from Arezzo in the years 1645-46, Vigna had a son Constantinus

on whom was conferred on 21 October 1638 the extraordinary Chair of Herbal Science for

Jove's Day and Festival which carried no stipend but some privileges.

Bailey (1939 ; 3468) referred to him as the Paduan Commentator on Theophrastus but I

have found nothing to connect Vigna with this city and it must be a slip.

Saccardo (1901 : 112) mentioned an oil painting of Vigna in the Pisa Botanic Gardens.
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section B, Adansonia, xf 4 : 407-412.

Les graines de Plantago palmata (Plantaginaceae)

en microscopie electronique a balayage

J. L. LeWALLE & T. AVELLA
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Resume : Les images en MEBde graines de Plantago palmata en provenance de 7 massifs
montagneux africains sont comparees. Dimensions et ornementation sont constantes et

caracteristiques. Une espece proche, Plantago africana, presente le memetype d'ornementation
tegumentaire mais aussi des caracteres specifiques.

Summary : SEMmic
compared. Size and ornamentation are similar and peculiar. A neighbour species, Plantago
africana, shows the same type of ornaments, allied with specific features.
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Dans Textraordinaire proliferation de recherches sur les graines grace au MEB(Brisson &
Peterson, 1977 : 273 references de 1967 a 1976), peu de travaux ont ete menes sur du materiel

africain, tres peu sur les especes de Plantago, aucun sur la comparaison des graines de la meme
espece prelevees en des endroits distants et geographiquement significatifs. La redaction de la

famille des Plantaginaceae pour la Flore du Cameroun, a initiative de Monsieur
R. Letouzey, nous a incites a examiner en MEBles graines de la seule espece signalee au

Cameroun.

Plantago palmata Hook. f. est present uniquement dans les regions montagneuses de

rAfrique tropicale et a ce titre, pourrait faire partie du cortege des especes constitutives de la

region « archipel » afromontagnarde, bien quMl ne depasse pas Taltitude d'environ 3000 m.

MATERIEL ET METHODE

Quelques capsules mures sont ouvertes sous binoculaire afin d'obtenir une dizaine de graines. Tous

les specimens etudies (voir Fig. 1) sont conserves a Therbier du Jardin Botanique National de Belgique a

Meise (BR),
forme

1 cm de diametre et I cm de hauteur. Elles y adherent grace a un ruban adhesif double face. Chaque

support pent recevoir plusieurs graines.

Les echantillons ont ete reconverts par sublimation sous vide d'une mince couche d'or (20 nm) afin de

examines
electronique a balayage JEOL-JSM 38


